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Education, including vocational training and e

62.  Despite the efforts made by the State party to lower the stress of students and the
adoption of programmes to ensure that children have the opportunity to play and engage in

recreational and cultural activities, the Committee 1s concerned at the severely competitive
conditions that are still prevalent in the State party’s education system. The Committee is
also concerned at the widespread enrolment of children in additional private tutoring taking
place outside the curriculum resulting in, inter alia: children being subject to serious and
disproportionate stress and the negative impact on their physical and mental health.
Furthermore, the Committee notes with concern the exacerbation of pre-existing socio-
economic asymmetries arising from the financial cost of such private tutoring and its
hindrance to the adequate fulfilment of the nights of the child to leisure and cultural
activities. The Committee is also concerned at the increasing severity and frequency of
bullying, particularly against children of foreign origin, and the use of mobile telephones
and the internet in carrying out such bullying.
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63. The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a) Evaluate its current system of education and related examinations, with
due regard to article 29 and the Committee’s general comment No. 1 (2001) on the
aims of education;

{b)  Imcrease its efforts to strengthen public education with a view to
addressing the root causes of the widespread dependence on extra-curricular private
education and the resulting inequality in access to higher education;

4] Ensure the right of children to enjoy adequate leisure, cultural and
recreational activities, in compliance with article 31 of the Convention;

(dy  Systematically collect information on specific outcomes related to
achieving equality in access to school for inclusion in the State party’s next periodic
report;

(e} Strengthen the measures taken to combat bullying, pay special attention
to children of foreign origin, and ensure the participation of children in the initiatives
aimed at reducing bullying. Such measures should also address new forms of bullying
and harassment outside classrooms or school yards, including by mobile telephone
and in virtual meeting places.
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